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nNAmeri can Gul a
(Jerome Miller, 2001)

NOverall, the prevailing public mood on crime is vicious. |
recently watched a video of a "focus group" on crime
conducted by a Republican pollster and consultant. In
discussing a recent shooting of a teacher by-geh8
old AfricanrAmerican middleschoolhonorstudent, the
consultant asked the group what they would do in suct
a case. Their response seemed even to embarrass hin
e nNnFry him!o came the 1 n:
é | wanted to avert my e
mind another mood observed by the Danish sociologis
SvendRanulf when he looked across the border into the
Germany of the early 1930s to see how that country
proposed dealing with cr
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The Ladyos Not

Moral discussions are notorious for the
remarkable rarity with which true
persuasion takes place and people change
their mind on important issues.

Haidt (2001) argues that moral arguments

are like shadow-b o x1 ng: nEach
| ands heavy Dbl ows to
shadow, then wonder s
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Cambridge University
Public Opinion Project
(or C U Pop)

* Postal survey (N=940) to test correlates of punitive
attitudes among members of the public

* Intensive interviewing of two, small, matched
samples (N=20 and 20) of respondents scoring very
high and very low on punitiveness (over one SD over the

mean)

* Experimenting with emotions Manipulating emotional
conditions and re-testing punitiveness among focus
groups
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Previous Definitions of Punitiveness

A ngunitivedrefers to actionsé that seek relatively
Immediate retribution toward those responsible
for a social problemo (Gault & Sabini, 2000: 499)

A 1a relatively broad, normative orientation toward
retribution T soclety Is being @oo softoon
criminals. n (Duffee & Ritti 1977; p. 453)

A N éhat rehabilitation does not work, and that
criminals should be punishedo (Langworthy &
Whitehead, 1986; p.575)



We define punitiveness as:

The degree of dargh@actiens p p
for offenders with particular attention to:

ACertainty (t oo many of f ende
easyo wWithout doing pr

ADuration (when offenders are incarcerated
t hey donot get nenougl

Alntensity  (when offenders do get long
sentences, t heypridonsas e :
N5 star hotel so) .



Dispelling Myths About
NThe Punitive [

NNot only 1 s 1t | mpor
misperceptions the public holds towards
crime, but it iIs equally important to dispel
misperceptions criminal justice experts
and policy makers have towards the
publ i cds opiniono on
cri meo (Roberts, 199.:
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Myth #1: Public Punitivenessis
Natural, Inevitable

There has been no constant desire to make
all cri minals suffer
for inflicting suffering has changed from
time to time. The punitive reaction to
lawbreaking has not been present in all
socleties. In fact, it varies from time to
time even within a given society.

(Cresseyé& Sutherland, 1974, p. 336).
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